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MICKLETON PARISH COUNCIL MINUTES 
 

 

Minutes of the meeting of Mickleton Parish Council held on Wednesday 26 October 2022 
held in King George’s Hall at 7.30pm.  
  

PRESENT:          

J. Piper-Bourn (chairman) (JPB), E-M. Hall (EMH), T. Jones (TJ), G. Mayling (GM), A. O’Neill 
(AON), G. Tyler (GT) and district councillors G. Blomefield (GB), Tom Stowe (TS) and the clerk, 
Mrs E. Fuoco-Lang (EFL), were also in attendance  

Plus 3 members of the public    

  

221026/01 To co-opt Mr A O’Neill as a councillor to Mickleton Parish Council 
Mr Andy O’Neill was welcomed and co-opted as councillor with Mickleton Parish Council, 
which was AGREED BY COUNCIL.  

 

221026/02 To confirm Miss E Hall’s responsibilities: burial board, maintenance of grounds and 

website and communications 

AGREED BY COUNCIL. 
 

Chairman JPB moved agenda item 221026/21e To vote on the adoption of a Civility and 

respect pledge to the start of the meeting and this pledge was AGREED BY COUNCIL. 

EFL 

 

221026/03 To receive apologies for absence 

Apologies were received from councillor E. Waddell (EW) and county councillor Lynden 

Stowe (LS). 

 

221026/04 To make declarations of interest on the items on the agenda 

None declared. 

 

221026/05 To confirm the minutes of the parish council meeting held on 28 September 2022 

The minutes of the parish council meeting held on 28 September 2022, which had previously 
been circulated to all members, were AGREED BY COUNCIL as being a true and accurate 

record, accepted and signed by JPB.  

 

221026/06 To receive the clerk’s report 
Matters arising: 

Various queries outstanding regarding the cutting schedule in the village. LS to provide 
information on what GCC are legally required to do and give MPC the option of taking on 

this responsibility – EFL has arranged a meeting with Bob Skillern and Rhodri Grey in 

November. 
 

EFL asked TS to update regarding the thermometers for the three defibrillators – these are 

coming. 
 

EFL asked for an update regarding 20 is plenty stickers. No further stickers have been 
distributed, but they have been requested by a member of the public. 

JPB 

 
EFL asked GB about the electricity supply for the defibrillator to be installed at the MUGA – 

GB will ask Bromford on 9 November. 

 
Clerk’s report: 
A broken branch on the junior playing field has been removed. 
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EFL has a zoom meeting with CDC on 1 November re election costs. 

 
A draft budget report has been sent to councillors – we are still awaiting figures, but this will 

be updated in preparation for December’s precept and published as soon as possible. 

 

221026/07 To receive the financial statement – to approve payments and note the receipts 

AGREED BY COUNCIL 
Receipts: 9,000 from CDC (the second part of the annual precept) and £50 donation to 

defibrillator fund for filming. 

 

221026/08 To receive any representations or questions from members of the public maximum 

15 minutes) 

A member of the public noted that in September’s minutes application 21/000035/CM was 

referred to as SIMS, but it is not in fact an application by them. 

 
The clerk stated that this was referred to as SIMS in the meeting so that is why this was 

minuted as such, but would contact GAPTC for advice and report back. 

 

221026/09 To receive a report from Cotswold District Council 

GB gave the following report: 

Public warm spaces 
At the last full council meeting GB introduced a motion asking for support from CDC for 

public warm spaces which was unanimously supported. Charities, parish groups and faith 
organisations will be given advice and help on how they could manage these. Please let GB 

know of any that are being set up in Mickleton so that she can link them in. GCC have 

provided an excellent resource through their Support Hub: 
https://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/support-hub/ and GB would strongly recommend 

anyone wanting advice and help regarding heating and the increased cost of living to visit 

this. 
 

Cost-of-living crisis 

CDC has also set up an officer working group to look at options on how to support our 
residents with the cost-of-living crisis. A survey has been sent out to parish and town councils 

to help gather information and it would be appreciated if people could complete the short 

google form, which can be accessed here: https://forms.gle/6wcK318yeE3FAxJm7 
CDC has also set up some web pages that contain information on support available from 

government benefits, to help from energy companies, childcare support and many others. 

You can view them here: www.cotswold.gov.uk/costofliving 
 

GATPC 

Additionally, GAPTC is running an emergency networking event open to all councillors and 
clerks: Please let Kerrin Cocks know that you can attend by booking: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89425254826?pwd=V2wvdG1ZZ1dCYTBFQ0h 

UTnZJMEs1dz09 
Meeting ID: 894 2525 4826; Passcode: 703935 

 

Fly-tipping 
Householders could face a £400 fixed penalty notice if fly-tipping is traced back to them. 

Householders are reminded to dispose of their waste responsibly and to only entrust their 

waste to an authorised waste carrier following a rise in the number of fly-tipping reports. 
There have been a number of incidents of illegal dumping of builders’ waste – including 

materials such as asbestos and concrete, as well as fixtures and fittings – including beside the 

B4081 leading to the A44 crossroads. As a passing motorist took a photograph it was possible 
to issue a fixed penalty fine which has been swiftly paid. Since the start of April until the end 

of September, CDC has recorded 531 incidents of fly-tipping across the district; an increase 
of 15% based on the same period in 2021–2022. It is easy to report fly-tipping on the CDC 

https://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/support-hub/
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portal or you can call the customer services team on 01285 623000 – a photograph of the 

material plus details of the location ideally using the app what3words is very helpful. 
 

Rural England Prosperity Fund 

The Cotswold Allocation Investment will be based on local priorities and support investment 
in projects such as grants for converting farm buildings to other business uses, rural tourism, 

such as investments in visitor accommodation, capital grants for provision of gigabit-capable 

digital infrastructure at hubs such as village halls, pubs and post offices for community use, 
capital grants to develop, restore or refurbish local natural, cultural and heritage assets and 

sites creation of new footpaths and cycle paths, particularly in areas of health need, or 

capital grants to enable people to develop volunteering and social action projects locally. 
The allocation for the Cotswolds is £764,292. The next stage in the process is that we have to 

submit a plan to the government setting out how we will use the funds. Businesses and 

organisations will be invited to submit any project ideas they have. Project ideas must be 
deliverable by the end of March 2025, must be within the Cotswolds and must comply with 

the REPF guidelines. Applications will not be submitted at this stage, but ideas received will 

help to guide CDC’s plan for an effective application process when the scheme opens next 
year. 

 

Neighbourhood Watch 
The Cotswolds has not had a Neighbourhood Watch Association to represent the District for 

many years (the focal point of Neighbourhood Watch communications, lobbying and 
funding is at Force level). The Gloucestershire Neighbourhood Watch Association includes 

representation from District Associations in Cheltenham, Gloucester, Forest of Dean and 

Stroud. A major advantage of networking members is rapid communication and alerts. Cllr 
Duncan McGaw (Chairman of Coberley PC) is keen to create a Cotswold Association of 

Neighbourhood Watch Co-ordinators to support, promote and develop NHW in the district, 

strengthen our presence and give us an official voice on the County Association. This would 
mean that we can play a part in how NHW evolves nationally. If you are a co-ordinator or 

know someone who is, please email: info@coberleyparish.co.uk  

 
TS gave the following report 

Cedar tree update 

Following discussions with the CDC Tree Officer, he confirmed that loads of letters had been 
received from residents supporting the Tree Preservation Order, and none had been 

received from objecting to the TPO. Bromford housing who originally attempted to fell our 

iconic Cedar Tree made no comment. Therefore, the TPO will soon be made permanent. A 
huge step towards saving our Cedar Tree. Thank you to all residents who took the time to 

write in and support. 

 
Flooding – Broadway Rd end of High Street – Mickleton 

Following a site visit with residents, TS has been in discussions with Gloucestershire Highways 

about flash surface flooding at the Broadway Rd end of the High Street near the mini 
roundabout. New “Grips” will soon be cut down the verges on Baker’s Hill to help with 
drainage. Highways will also be carrying out some camera inspection of the horizontal drains 

leading from the highway. TS has also raised the problem of the collapsed and blocked 
culvert running under the road. 

 

Fly-tipping and Shipston Tip 
Fly-tipping remains a huge problem in the ward, particularly along the B4632, along which TS 

has recorded and reported three fly-tips in the last month – paint, tyres and fridges. 

 
Residents have been in touch to say that the website for Shipston tip contains incorrect 

information with regard to open times and general information. TS has contacted 
Warwickshire County Council, the operators of the tip for clarification and will publicise the 

correct information once confirmed. 
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The council also offers a good value for money bulk waste collection service – 3 items for 

£25.00 – further information can be found here – https://www.cotswold.gov.uk/bins-and-
recycling/getting-rid-of-large-items/ 

 

Planning and Enforcement Update 
Delays with residents’ planning applications due to staff recruitment and retention continue. 
David Morren has been appointed as Interim Development manager following Deborah 

Smith’s departure. The Planning Enforcement Team is currently particularly depleted. The 
Principal Enforcement Officer is currently absent from work but thankfully should be returning 

soon. Ed Leeson, Senior Enforcement Officer, has left CDC two weeks ago. 

 

221026/10 To receive a report from Gloucestershire County Council 

District councillor TS presented the following report on behalf of LS: 
 

Grips have been cut on Bakers Hill, from the pond down into the village. 

The gully-cleaning team were at work in Mickleton on 26 October 2022. 

Dropped kerb work is now scheduled for January 2023: approximately 12–14 kerbs to be 

dropped in 6–7 locations. 

LS will present a petition for a zebra crossing on Stratford Road to full council in November. 

Bob Skillern will provide information for verge-mowing but is currently struggling as the 

department is under-resourced with difficulty recruiting. Both he and Rhodri are managing 

quite a bit of re-surfacing work in North Cotswolds at the moment, including locally: 
Granbrook Lane; works in Chipping Campden; B4632 in Willersey and Aston Hill (Aston 

Subedge to Campden Road). 

221026/11 To receive a report from the Planning Committee and to consider and vote on 

planning applications received 

New applications 
22/03253: Siting of 2 No Shepherds Huts at Finches Meadow Farm, Stratford Road 

MPC Comments: Supportive comment to this retrospective amendment to previous planning 

application 20/03157. 
 

22/00114: All Things Wild at Willicote Farm 

MPC Objections: Further information has been made available to us and as a neighbouring 
parish council we have severe concerns the effects this application, if permitted, would have 

on Mickleton.  

We have been informed that the application comprises: 

• 32 hectares (80 acres) site area. There will be a loss of productive farmland and loss of 
wildlife. 

• 8,650 m2 of built floorspace. 

• 1,000 plus car parking spaces. If full this could be 2,000 plus visitors per day. 

• Likely 750,000 to 900,000 visitors per annum. 

• Ambition to be “in the top 5 wildlife and conservation experiences in the UK by 2028”. 
We note that if this achieved a minimum of 732,000 visitors per annum could be 

realised. 
Willicote Farm is located on the B4632. Mickleton like neighbouring parish councils and 

nearby settlements are already suffering from recent increases in traffic on the B4632 as a 

result of the Long Marston Airfield housing, Meon Vale housing, Long Marston Vehicle Storage 
Depot and the metal recycling works at Long Marston. Highway capacity and highway 

safety on the B4632 must be of significant concern when assessing this planning application. 

https://www.cotswold.gov.uk/bins-and-recycling/getting-rid-of-large-items/
https://www.cotswold.gov.uk/bins-and-recycling/getting-rid-of-large-items/
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In conclusion Mickleton Parish Council object to this planning application:  

1. On the basis that a development of this significant size is inappropriate for this location.  
2. Willicote Farm does not have access other than via the B4632 public highway. 

3. There will be more traffic going through Mickleton, severe congestion at times on the 

B4632 and therefor a risk to highway safety.  
4. There will be a loss of countryside and viable farmland. 

 

22/02967: Rear single storey flat roof extension at Hidcote Cottage, High Street 
MPC Comments: Supportive comment as this is not visible from the public realm and will 

have no material effect on the character of the existing dwelling. 

 
22/03224: Change of use from agricultural/storage barn for use ancillary to wedding venue – 

addition of 2 No external door openings at Mickleton Hills Farm, Furze Lane 

MPC Comments: Supportive comment. 
 

22/03606: Fell a Silver Birch tree at Gate Cottage, 11 Greyrick Court 

MPC Comments: Neutral comment subject to a tree of suitable species is planted in the first 
available planting season.  

 

AGREED BY COUNCIL clerk to submit planning comments. 
EFL 

 
CDC has approved 

22/03351: Felling trees and works to hedges at Three Ways Hotel, Chapel Lane 

 

22/01967/FUL Erection of first floor rear extension at Homeleigh Stratford Road  and 

22/01967/CLOPUD Cert of Lawful Proposed Use or Devt for Certificate of Lawful Proposed Use 

or Development under Section 192 of the Town and Country Planning Act 1990 for erection 
of first floor rear extension at Homeleigh Stratford Road    
  

22/01615/FUL Proposed single storey side and rear extensions at 1 Millard Close  
  

22/03351/TCONR T1 Leylandii  Fell. Large tree causing disturbance to Stone Wall and 

excessive shade over car park. T2 Lawson cypress Fell. Tree causing disturbance to paved 
areas. T3 Lime Crown lift to 3 Metres, reduce back lateral growth currently touching the 

building and obstructing the carriageway by up to 2 metres. T4 Deodar Cedar Crown lift to 3 

Metres. G1 Overgrown Leylandii hedge situated on neighbouring property. Reduce back 
overhanging limbs towards boundary line Three Ways House Hotel Chapel Lane   

 

221026/12 To receive a report from the footpaths, pavements and roads/safer walking and 

cycling working group 

In EW’s absence JPB stated that MPC had met Mat Parker and a location had been agreed 

for the ANPR camera on Stratford Road – awaiting agreement from the police. Mat Parker 

would be submitting his strong recommendation for a zebra crossing and will send 
information to Rhodri Grey. JPB asked TS to pass this information to LS.  

 

 

 

 

221026/13 To discuss and vote on the course of action to take regarding the unsafe 

memorials in the churchyard following an inspection by Memsafe 

AGREED BY COUNCIL to carry out all repairs in the current financial year and accept the 

quotation from Memsafe with the caveat that if this exceeds £2750 plus VAT Memsafe must 
contact MPC.  

Clerk to contact the companies who provided quotations and the family which came 

forward. 
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EFL 

 

221026/14 To discuss and vote on: 

a. the replacement of one churchyard gate, including quotations 

AGREED BY COUNCIL to accept Christopher Dalby’s quotation. 

EFL  

b. making it a Queen Elizabeth commemorative gate  

AGREED BY COUNCIL – inscription to be decided at a later date. 

c. inviting the public to make donations to this fund 

AGREED BY COUNCIL 

EFL to contact Reverend Craig Bishop and to advertise. 

EFL 

 

221026/15 To discuss and vote on works to the cemetery wall  

AGREED BY COUNCIL to accept Terry Small’s quotation. 

EFL  

 

221026/16 To provide an update regarding registering the community assets: 

a. Junior Playing Field  

GM has circulated the report and would be grateful for any feedback 

b. Allotments/vineyard  

GM will look into funding avenues 

c. Joseph Webb Hall and Three Bees Garden  

TJ is halfway through needs to know the owner 

d. Land on the corner of Cedar Road 

TJ is halfway through 
 

221026/17 To vote on Junior Playing Field boundary fence quotations 

AGREED BY COUNCIL to provisionally accept Smartcut’s quotation, but no works to be 

carried out until the ownership of the boundary has been established. 

EFL 
 

221026/18 To vote on Terms of Reference for the defibrillator working group 

To remove EW’s name and add TJ, which was AGREED BY COUNCIL. 
 

221026/19 To discuss and vote on moving the Mickleton sign on the Stratford Road and 

crocodile teeth in addition to the approved ‘white gates’ 
AGREED BY COUNCIL. Clerk to relay information to LS as requested. 

EFL 
 

221026/20 To discuss and vote on the maintenance of grounds/mowing contract, including 

adding the MUGA and any other changes to the current schedule  

AGREED BY COUNCIL to add the MUGA and alley by the butcher’s shop to the mowing 

schedule. 
EFL 

 

221026/21 To vote on the adoption of the following: 

a. Publication scheme  

AGREED BY COUNCIL 

b. Training and development policy  

AGREED BY COUNCIL 

c. Information security policy 

AGREED BY COUNCIL 

d. Document retention policy 

AGREED BY COUNCIL 
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e. Civility and respect pledge 

AGREED BY COUNCIL earlier at the meeting 
EFL 

 

221026/22 Correspondence  

Ongoing query regarding trees in Tadpole Alley – information has been passed to Nicola 

Chidley, Area Public Rights of Way Officer, and resident informed that trees are generally the 
responsibility of the householder, but they should also contact Lynden Stowe and Nicola 

Chidley direct. 

 
Received information regarding a second community speedwatch fund, which closes at the 

end of January 2023. 

 
Received information from CDC regarding a AONB Management plan, draft information to 

be submitted by 2 December 2022. 

 

221026/23 Agenda items for the next parish council meeting 

AON raised the issue of First Responders. 

 

221026/24 To confirm the date for the next parish council meeting: 30 November 2022 

There being no further business, the chairman closed the meeting at 9.07pm  
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MICKLETON PARISH COUNCIL       
Invoices for payment approval October 2022       
  

NAME     AMOUNT     

Grundon cemetery bin     £ 44.00  

Nest pension     £109.92  

Sage payroll     £8.40     

Google email addresses     £9.20     

BT phone and broadband      £51.54     

E Fuoco-Lang September salary      £1333.83  

HMRC National Insurance     £295.84  

HP Instant inks  £22.49    

King George’s Hall September meeting    £30.00    

Stockwell-Davies tree surgeon JPF tree branch  £180.00   

Smartcut grounds maintenance  £495.49  

Smartcut JPF and MUGA  £336.10  

RBL Poppy appeal wreath  £100.00  

  


